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ABSTRACT

in Iran with a Sustainable Adaptive Reuse

EEELIT G RET T Mo ) JIISHIEE Considering the prominent position of the industrial sector in

the historical and cultural memory of most Iranian cities and the extensive industrial
neighborhoods that constitute a large part of the old industrial cities’ area, the formulation of
appropriate urban policies for preserving and enhancing historical identity is essential. There are
examples of revitalization experiences of industrial-use buildings both in Western countries and
within Iran. This study aims to address the questions: What is the current status of Iran’s industrial
heritage as a cultural-industrial capital? What criteria and standards do leading countries employ
in revitalizing industrial heritage? Based on their experiences, what new and up-to-date principles
and criteria can be developed for revitalizing Iran’s industrial heritage?

An analytical-comparative study was conducted using case studies of foreign
industrial heritage and specific domestic examples located on the coasts of Iran, including the
Bandar Kong Shipbuilding Museum, the Bushehr Maritime Museum, and the Sharafkhaneh Port
Maritime Museum on Lake Urmia. The architectural indicators of revitalization for these buildings
were analyzed.

The architectural value of these textures serves as a monument to industrialization

and a legacy of twentieth-century architecture, intertwined with the social, historical, and
collective identity values of the urban community. The revitalization of these buildings has
become a historically significant potential within the urban landscape. Their preservation can
effectively contribute to urban and coastal tourism development, creation of employment
opportunities, and provision of sustainable income. For example, at the Bandar Kong Shipbuilding
Museum, retired maritime professionals actively serve as guides and share their sea voyage
memories with visitors.
Industrial buildings are among the most important architectural types of the past
two centuries, reflecting technological development through their architecture and representing
the socio-cultural values of their era. This trend has motivated the preservation of these buildings
as integral parts of the urban heritage fabric. Notably, projects such as Duisburg-Nord Park and
the revitalization of Asland Cement and Fabrika Cement factories — through preservation of key
elements and original equipment — exemplify successful revitalization efforts. The case studies
in this research demonstrated that revitalizing industrial buildings along Iran’s coasts, while
preserving historical authenticity and architectural values, plays a vital role in sustainable tourism
development and enhancing social participation. Moreover, climate-responsive design and the
use of native and natural materials in restored buildings, such as the Persian Gulf Maritime
Museum in Bushehr and Sharafkhaneh Port Maritime Museum, illustrate the integration of
architectural heritage with local climatic and cultural conditions, reducing costs and ensuring
environmental compatibility. Additionally, findings reveal that combining local and international
criteria along with respecting the ecological and cultural context is the key to successful
revitalization of such buildings. This approach ensures not only physical preservation but also the
maintenance of intangible values such as a sense of belonging, memory, and social identity.
Therefore, adaptive and sustainable revitalization of industrial buildings can safeguard cultural
and architectural heritage while providing opportunities for economic, social, and cultural
development through tourism and education. Overall, this article offers policy and management
recommendations that can guide future conservation and development programs in Iran.
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