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strategic region, plays a vital role in global maritime security and trade. The Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium (IONS) has emerged as an initiative aimed at enhancing multilateral cooperation,
joint training, and capacity building among member states. This research is grounded in
international maritime law, liberal institutionalism, and the theory of collective learning,
emphasizing education as a central factor for achieving sustainable cooperation.

WELGLEIGEAE This descriptive-analytical and comparative study relies on library-based
sources, international treaties, IONS official documents, and academic reports. The analysis
focuses on four dimensions of cooperation: normative, structural, behavioral, and educational.

m The findings indicate that while IONS has provided a useful platform for maritime
dialogue, it still faces obstacles such as the absence of a binding legal framework, limited
institutionalization, weak behavioral trust, and insufficient shared training programs.
Educational cooperation—particularly in maritime law, human rights at sea, and emergency
response—serves as a bridge linking normative alignment with practical coordination among
members.

Enhancing IONS efficiency requires simultaneous strengthening of legal,
structural, behavioral, and educational cooperation. Educational collaboration can promote
professional harmonization, shared understanding, and operational readiness across the
region. The Islamic Republic of Iran, with its advanced naval academies and maritime
universities, is well-positioned to lead educational initiatives and contribute to the
institutionalization of regional maritime law cooperation.
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